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Tokyo Metropolitan Disaster Prevention Week on "MIRAKURU TV"
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A Metropolitan Disaster Prevention Week event
is held at Yokoamicho Park in Sumida-ku, Tokyo, on
Disaster Prevention Day in September.

UIFA JAPON holds a tea party every year, providing a
place to discuss disaster prevention with visitors.

In 2020, the event was held online and introduced the
activities of UIFA JAPON. (MIYAMOTO Nobuko)
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Restoration Assistance by UIFA JAPON
Broadcast on "Mirakuru TV" KIYOMOTO Taeko
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I watched our support activities on online TV in Sendai.
In 2004, we set up the Disaster Reconstruction Support
Watch Team for the Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake. In
addition, we hosted Dokodemo Cafes in various places
and provided hospitality as female architects. The
activities of the Everybody's a Photographer initiative in
Iwaizumi Town continued with a voluntary photo session
and a photo exhibition, and many of the photographs
were included in the Iwaizumi reconstruction album
Tomorrow's Iwaizumi. After the 2016 Kumamoto-earthquake,
we carried out support activities. We also provided
support for flood disaster areas.

® Being close to the people affected by the disaster
® Collaborating with local people ® Supporting the
independence of the people affected by the disaster and
the reconstruction of the communities are the three basic
principles of our support activities. I felt that the words, "It
was more like an exchange," were modest but consistent,
Somehow this box size changed and the text isn't fitting
properly now... from the perspective of the victims, and
represented the ongoing activities of UIFA JAPON.
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Reviewing UIFA JAPON's Disaster Area Restoration
Assistance through Online Presentations
MATSUKAWA Junko
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Sixteen years have passed since UIFA JAPON first
offerered support to affected areas. I appreciated this TV
show, which gave us a good opportunity to look back on
our past activities.

Considering our activities, I sometimes feel insecure
about whether they are really helping the affected areas.
Those feelings led me to say in my presentation, “It would
be appropriate if UIFA JAPON conducts communications
with the local residents in the affected areas, instead
of providing support for them.” Of course, we do not
have any motivation to act as heroines for restoration
assistance, nor do I mean to belittle or regret the hard
work we have all done.

As an organization of professional women in architecture,
urban planning and research fields, we have been
exploring ways to eliminate disasters while trying to
imagine the future of cities and architecture, which we
have been committed ourselves to. However, if we find
someone falling down on the way, can we pass by without
lifting a finger to help? What should we do if we choose
not to abandon someone to this state?

In the midst of frequent natural disasters, we would
like to once again brace ourselves to continue our efforts
to provide restoration support in our own way.
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Tokyo Metropolitan Disaster prevention Week on "MIRAKURU TV"
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Comments from Viewers in France
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Because our presentation had to be online, Hiroshi
Naruse gave us his comments from France.

Mr. Naruse lives in France and is an architect, but also
works as a landscape architect. In 2013, on the 20th
anniversary of the establishment of UIFA JAPON, Mr.
Naruse accompanied the president of UIFA, Solange
d'Herbez de la Tour, to Japan.

Mr. Naruse told us, "I understanded the activities of
UIFA JAPON. My biggest interest now is how to make
disaster-resistant land-use plans and buildings. This is
a method to improve the natural environment that can
reduce the risk of disasters.”

The purpose of the Metropolitan Disaster Prevention
Week is to "learn from the Great Kanto Earthquake,
reduce damage, and expand the circle of people who
protect life."

I like people's smiles. I hope that peaceful days will
continue. I hope no disasters will occur. We can't do it
alone, but we can do it together, to regain people's smiles.
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